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38307 Royalton Road, Grafton, OH 44044 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod  

Sunday Service Schedule 

Worship Service at  

10:30 a.m. September—May 

9:30 a.m. June—August 

Communion Service is held 

the first and third Sunday of 

each month 

Children‘s Sunday School is 

held during worship service 

from September - May 

 

Adult Bible class is held on 

Sunday at 9:15 a.m. from 

September—May 

Trinity Lutheran Church Mission Statement 

The mission of Trinity Lutheran church is to be a 

Christian family that nurtures and sustains its 

members, reaches out in witness and love to gather 

others into God‘s family, serves and shares it‘s 

physical and spiritual resources with all persons in 

need.  We accept this mission through worship and 

the Word of God.  We praise and give thanks to our 

God for his saving grace, which we receive through 

faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

The ultimate purpose is to gather people into God‘s 

Kingdom 

Pastoral Services:  Vicar John Ramsey 

Phone: 440-748-2154 

E-mail:  Trinitygrafton1@frontier.com 

Website:   trinitygrafton.org 

Church office hours: Mon., Wed. & Fri. 10:00 a.m. –2:00 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Preschool 

Phone: 440-748-3445 

Website:  trinitylutheranpreschool.org 
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Warning:  this message is an assignment from my 

seminary class to write an editorial on why 

Christians should celebrate the Reformation.   

Why Celebrate the Reformation? 

 

 Among Christians who can be identified as Protestants, i.e., those who are not Roman Catholic or affiliated with one of 

the Eastern Orthodox denominations, Reformation Day is remembered annually.  Officially the date is October 31, 1517, 

marking the day that Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses on the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, Germany.   As 

we fast approach 500 years of this historical event, why do Protestant Christians celebrate the Reformation? 

 Let me begin with a Scripture verse from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, chapter 2, verse 13:  “And we also 

thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as 

the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.” (ESV)     

 I think we continue to celebrate the Reformation for two principal reasons—the Word of God was made available to the 

people, and the Word of God brought freedom in heart, mind and soul to people who had lived in secular & religious 

bondage for over a thousand years.   

 The Holy Roman Church that spread across Europe used a Latin Translation of the Holy Bible.  Only the church 

officials and priests could read the Scriptures and worship was conducted in Latin, a language the common people of 

Europe did not speak.  But courageous individuals in several countries, risking condemnation for heresy, began to 

translate the Latin Bible into their own languages.   

When the humanist educational movement began to gain traction in the universities, the Holy Bible was studied 

in its original languages of Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic.  This was just one spark that set off the Protestant Reformation.  

The moveable type printing press spread copies of this ―new‖ Bible far and wide.  Priests such as Luther, Zwingli and 

Calvin found God who had been hidden in ceremony and works revealed in glory through the Scriptures they had long 

struggled to understand more clearly.  

Moved by the Holy Spirit empowered Word, key scholars began to share the central teaching of the Bible--

Christ Jesus the Son of God crucified and risen from the dead for our salvation & everlasting life--with their students and 

parishioners.  Almost overnight hearts were changed from the drudgery of doing penance to that of thankfulness for 

God’s mercy. 

When Luther completed his translation of the Bible, he not only gave the various German states a Bible they 

could read and understand, but he gave the German people a common language.  Minds that had been dulled by years of 

repeating the same mantras suddenly blossomed as they came to understand that God had a plan and a purpose for each 

person on earth, and that every man, woman & child had value in the eyes of God.   

Luther struggled for years with the fear of the judgment of God.  He knew from the Bible that he was a sinner 

deserving of God’s punishment.  He did all that was expected of him and much more in the continuing effort to work his 

way into God’s acceptance.  Yet, the stain of sin never went away.  Then, one day, he had the revelation that brought 

peace to his soul—that people are saved not by works but by faith in the work of Christ Jesus for us, and this faith is 

given to us by God as a fantastic gift.  We cannot earn God’s favor—He gives us the faith that clings to Christ, freeing 

our soul from the bondage of fear wrought by our sin, by the reality of death, and by the evil of the devil.   

One could argue, successfully, that the Reformation should not be celebrated because it was not victorious in the 

attempted reforms of the political, governmental and religious institutions of the late Middle Ages.  And yet, something 

much more important was at work in these times that we recognize in our modern age and particularly in America—the 

freedom of people to acquire God’s Word, to read, study and practice the precepts of this inspired book, and then to be 

moved in heart, motivated in mind and loving in soul to share with others the Good News of Jesus, the God Man who 

changed the world. 

 



We celebrate the Reformation each year because we need to be reminded of the courage and sacrifice of men 

like Martin Luther.  For Luther the Gospel is God’s unconditional promise given in Christ to people who do not deserve 

God’s grace.  The Holy Spirit, through the Word of Promise, gives us assurance in the promise, and once received by 

faith, Christians live daily in the bright light of this radical Good News--in Christ God’s love and acceptance comes to us 

with absolutely no strings attached.   Because of what God has done for us in Christ, we are made free, no longer limited 

by the conditions of the world & our own sin; now we are able to look forward to a future when Christ Jesus will return 

to make all things new. 

 This is the true success of the Reformation.  This is the reason we celebrate.  So with Paul we remember to  ―thank God 

constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 

men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.”   

 

Vicar John 

O God, when I have food, help me to remember the hungry; 

When I have work, help me to remember the jobless; 

When I have a home, help me to remember those who have no 

home at all; 

When I am without pain, help me to remember those who suffer, 

And remembering, help me to destroy my complacency;  bestir 

my compassion, and be concerned enough to help; by word and 

deed, those who cry out for what we take for granted. 

Amen. 

Samuel F. Pugh 

 

 



Flowing Blessings 

 The doxology ―Praise God from Whom 
all Blessings Flow‖ has been the 
theme of fall‘s Sunday School lessons.  
Through Stories of Jacob, Joseph and 
Moses, the children are seeing how 
God‘s blessings continue to His 
people, flowing despite sinful 
responses and wrong behavior.  
Indeed God even turns the 
wrongdoing, mistakes, and obstacles 
into further good- back in line with His 
intentions for His people. 
 The children are learning to look at 
the big picture of events and the 
immense concept of God‘s 
omnipresent Love.  They are learning 
to claim God‘s promise ―I will be with 
you wherever you go‖ (Genesis 28:15) 
no matter what situation they find 
themselves in. 
 Praise God for His love and care and 
forgiveness of our wrongdoing. 

“Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord, O my soul!  I will 

praise the Lord as long as I live;  I will sing 

praises to my God while I have my being.” 

Psalm 146:1 

 Through the years Trinity Lutheran Church has 

been blessed with devoted and loyal choir 

members.  Practices would take place on Monday 

evenings.  Many times it was very warm in the 

balcony where we held our rehearsals.  Preparing 

the anthems for our Sunday worship services and 

special services throughout the church year was 

our very important calling. 

 Over time some of these members have moved 

away, some are singing their praises to God in 

heaven.  We remember Clayton Chavalia who 

passed away one year ago and Ellen Boos who 

recently left our midst.  They are now praising 

God in that beautiful heavenly choir!  Hallelujah! 

God’s blessings to you 

Suzy 



Major Projects Completed (almost) 

 Trinity has been blessed to be able to get two major projects done this summer. The installation 
of the heating system in the education wing has been completed.  The system in the sanctuary 
has been re-plumbed after the move of one boiler to the education wing.  The offices are now on 
a separate thermostat from the fellowship/preschool room with both having programmable 
thermostats.  (the old thermostat was replaced and is available to anyone who wants a usable 
programmable one).  This will allow heating of the offices without heating the entire education 
wing thus saving energy cost when the preschool is not in session. All pipes have been 
insulated above the ceiling and in the boiler rooms.   
 The lateral sewer line has been installed but not connected to LORCO system due to a problem 
with the manhole (this is the ‗almost part).. Until this is resolved we will not be connected even 
though we paid $5980 tap-in fee.  Presently we are still using our septic system.  The pile of dirt 
at the back of the parking lot is to be used as backfill when the tank is collapsed.  Thankfully, the 
parking lot and sidewalks were completed prior to the beginning of preschool. Now that the 
pavement is level with the sidewalk there is no ‗curb‘ to keep people from parking with the front 
of their cars over the sidewalk.  Additional parking blocks would interfere with snow plowing.  So 
please park so that your car does not block the sidewalk. 
 The total cost of the above project (approx. $53,000) was paid by the endowment fund which 
was set up by stewards who had great foresight. Without that foresight it would have been very 
difficult for our congregation to have raised these funds.  At the same time we were withdrawing 
from the endowment fund, the stock market was taking a dive, thus reducing the balance in the 
fund drastically.  It is essential that we maintain this fund at its original principal level so that it continues 

to provide for our major repair and improvement needs.  We should follow the example of the members who 

set up and contributed to the endowment fund and replenish the fund.  This can be done either by 
transferring monies from the unrestricted investments created by the sale of the parsonage or by 

members contributing directly to the endowment fund.  Please prayerfully consider how we can 
be the best stewards of the God‘s resources. 
 



SIGN-Our sign was damaged by a vandal who was caught and incarcerated.  Estimate of 
damage was $945. We have a $500 deductible on our insurance policy so we received $445 
from the insurance company. Since we have plans to replace that sign we will not pay to have it 
repaired as it was. The present sign is temporary and was paid for from the insurance monies. 
The sign committee of Mike Semrau, Jim Mosher and Dick Lee are working on options for a 
permanent sign.  The township zoning inspector and ODOT have been consulted on regulations 
and restrictions.  It appears that a digital sign is no longer prohibited, but limited to 4 ft x 8ft in 
size. Does the congregation wish to pursue the possibility of erecting a digital sign with 
changeable messages? 
 Advantages of a digital sign are;  
 1) It would be more ‗eye-catching‘, especially if it displayed time/temp 
 2) Message can be changed without someone having to traipse through the snow and  ice and 
put up letters in the cold weather 
  3) Message can be changed more frequently and kept ‗fresh‘.   
  4) Can be used to replace ‗banners‘ to publicize community events and preschool  activities 
and openings for enrollment, etc. 
Disadvantages are;  

MORE COSTLY 
Wire would have to be installed from the ‗keyboard‘ in the building to the sign 
Repairs would be more costly 

 Please let a member of the sign committee know your thoughts on this matter. 
 
 
WATER COOLER- the water cooler quit cooling and has been replaced. 
 
Thanks to Charlie Rhodes for getting someone to do the welding repairs on ZTR mower. 

HELP NEEDED-We now have only one official trustee.  Eric Matoy was 
elected in January and moved in June.  Dick has not been a trustee since his 
term ended in December 2009.  Mike’s long commute and work hours prevent 
him from functioning as he would like.  If we do not have trustees or 
volunteers to do the work, then we will have to hire someone to do it.  Bids 
for mowing the lawn alone costs the same as what we are presently paying 
our vicar.  Election of officers is coming in January, but you don’t have to wait 
until then to step up and help take care of God’s building and property.      
         Thanks,             Dick 



Christian Education Committee Meetings are the 4th 

Thursday of the month at 6:00 pm.  If you are 

interested in being on this committee, you are welcome 

to attend. 

 

We are still looking for someone to take over leadership 

of the Christian Education Committee and our outreach 

programs.  If interested see Vicar John Ramsey or 

Marge Potts. 

 

Marge Potts  

Christian Education Committee Chairperson 

 We now have 15 Walker Bags to distribute, still have 

lap robes and neck & regular pillows. 

 On L. W. M. L. Sunday, Oct. 9th, we received $67.75 

in Mites; since then another $18.25.  Year to date total 

$478.13 has been sent to missions. 

 The quilt has been completed.  The profits from this 

goes to the local –state quarterly publishing fund. 

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very 

young daughter what the lesson was about.  The 

daughter answered, ―Don’t be scared, you will get 

your quilt.‖ 

Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed  Later in 

the day the pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom 

asked him what that morning’s Suday School 

lesson was about,  He said ―Be not afraid, thy 

comforter is coming.‖ 

 

Submitted by Lani Shannon 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

PASTORAL ASSISTANT 

LECTORS 
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ACOLYTES 
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SUNDAY FLOWERS 

SANCTUARY CANDLE 

FELLOWSHIP 



 
 

With Love and Thanksgiving 
 

  
 
―Happy Thanksgiving!‖  As Christians, we have much to be thankful for.  Please 
share God‘s love and provision with a family in need as we provide a Thanksgiving 
food box for one of Love INC‘s clients.   
 Ingredients that are normally included in a food box are for the holidays are: 

 Turkey 
 Stuffing mix 
 Potatoes 
 Corn 
 Carrots 
 Green beans 
 Canned sweet potatoes 
 Cranberry sauce 
 Corn muffin mix 
 Pie crust mix 
 Pumpkin pie filling or another complete dessert mix 
 Apple juice 

Please place your donation in the blue basket under the table in the church entry 
way.  If you wish to contribute cash to pay for the turkey, contact Linda Lee. 
Thanks! 
The food will be delivered Nov. 19-21.  We could use a volunteer delivery person 
as well. 

Warm Hearts, Warm Coats 

 Thanks to all who participated in the coat drive for 

Love INC clients.  The people of Trinity donated two 

dozen new or gently used coats.  Your warm hearts 

will help spread a bit of warmth to those in need this 

winter.  And the gospel story will be shared as well to 

each person who gets a coat.  We thank God for the 

opportunity to serve Him in this way.  

http://www.loveinc.org/


After services on Sunday, 

November 6th, there will be a 

Congregational Meeting to vote 

on the Vestry’s recommendation 

to call John Ramsey as pastor. 

The Congregational 

Thanksgiving meal will 

be on November 20th. 

Watch the 

bulletin for more 

information. 

There will be a Congregational meeting in 

January to elect new officers.  These are to 

include president and two trustees.  

Opportunities to serve on other committees 

can be announced, but these are not elected 

positions (including Christian Education 

Chair, Preschool Board, LWML President 

and others). 

 

5   James Mosher 

12 Roman Poll 

17 Arlene Zimmer 

19 Lee Potts 

20 Molly McGuire 

3 Tim Farkas 

13 Elinor Wildenheim 

14 Kim Weber 

14 David Hill 

17 Ron Dennis 

25 Steven Popowski 

25   Carol Ramsey 

   “If your actions inspire others to: 

Dream more 

Learn more 

Do more . . .  

You are a leader.” 

  John Quincey Adams        



 

Are your retirement assets rolling in the right direction? 
 

Changing jobs or retiring can affect your retirement assets, especially if you 
leave your retirement account behind or take a cash distribution. 

Make a simpler, wiser choice by opening a Thrivent Financial Rollover IRA 
today.  

You‘ll receive guidance from a financial professional who‘ll help assess 
your current financial situation, determine your unique goals, and help you 
with appropriate asset allocation and regular rebalancing of your assets. 

Enjoy lower minimum requirements and: 

Tax-deferred growth potential.* 

More control over your investments and possibly more investment 
options. 

Penalty-free, lower tax-free distributions (up to $10,000) before 
age 59½ for major life events such as buying your first home. 

24-hour access to your account. 

For more information visit Thrivent.com. 

 

*Withdrawals from an IRA prior to age 59½ may be subject to a 10% early withdrawal penalty tax.  
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. 
Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., 
Minneapolis, MN 55415, 800-847-4836, a FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. They are also 
licensed insurance agents of Thrivent Financial.  

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and its respective associates and employees cannot provide legal, accounting, or tax advice or 
services. Work with your Thrivent Financial representative, and as appropriate, your attorney and/or tax professional for additional 
information. 



Thrivent Choice Dollars Available 
 

 Last year, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans provided more than $100 million to 
help congregations, communities and individuals in need. The Thrivent Choice

SM
 

program offers two ways members can recommend where Thrivent Financial 
distributes some of its charitable outreach funds. Some members can participate 
in both, based on eligibility. 
 Eligible members are designated Choice Dollars, based on insurance premiums, 
contract values and Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership. Choice Dollars can 
be directed to Lutheran organizations you prefer nationwide, including your local 
Lutheran congregation. Both Trinity Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran 
Preschool are eligible to receive your Thrivent Choice funds.   
 Funds are allocated each quarter so you can choose to whom you want your 
funds designated four times are year or have them automatically directed to 
specific organizations when they become available.  Thrivent member can visit 
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836 to direct your Thrivent Choice 
funds.  If you have any questions see the Thrivent bulletin board in the narthex or 
see Dick Lee 
 



2116 Dover Center Road, Westlake OH 44145 

Rehab Transporters Needed 

There is a great need for volunteers to transport Rehabilitation Patients in wheelchairs to and from their therapy appointments at the 
Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve. You can help others while getting some walking exercise in beautiful surroundings! Vetted volunteers 
escort residents from their suites to our Rehabilitation Center. The Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve is located at 2116 Dover Center 
Road, Westlake. If you can help, contact Life Enrichment Director Christine Saner, 440-871-0090, ext. 2184 or via email at 
csaner@concordreserve.org 

Crafters wanted! 

There will be a Craft Fair at the Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve, located at 2116 Dover Center Road, Westlake. The show will be held 
in Village Square on Friday, November 4 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Space is available on a first come basis. Proceeds from space and table 
rentals will go to the Resident Activity Fund. A 10-foot space is $20 for the day; $5 for 1 table & 2 chairs. For details, contact Colette 
Stanley, Life Enrichment Events Coordinator, at 440-871-0090, ext. 2184. 

Do You Love DUCKS? 

Then volunteer for the Lutheran Home‘s Main Street Ducks Care Team!  
For details, call Greg Wiechert, 440-871-0090, ext. 2120 with your name, phone number, and best time to call. 

Music Therapist Intern Housing Sought 

The Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve (LHCR) has recently been approved as a national internship site for music therapy interns 
through the American Music Therapy Association. Once students complete their coursework, a six-month (unpaid) internship is required to 
become a Certified Music Therapist. Because the Internship is a non-paying position, we are hoping to hear from someone in the Lutheran 
Community (with vacant rental property) who is willing to provide free housing. Your generosity will support a Music Therapy Intern eager to 
bring new insights and work to improve the quality of life for our residents. For more information please contact LHCR Music Therapist, Liz 
Germano at 440-871-0090 ext. 2151 or via email at lgermano@concordreserve.org 

Bakers Wanted For Lutheran Home Cookie Walk  

The Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve is hosting a Taste of Home Christmas Cookie Walk fundraiser on the campus Main Street on 
Thursday, December 8, 2011. The Cookie Walk will take place from 9 a.m. to noon. Cookies will be sold at $8 per pound. Make your 
selections, then relax and enjoy Christmas music and free coffee or tea after you shop. All funds raised will go to purchase benches for our 
residents and their families to enjoy our outdoor courtyard. 

We are asking local Lutheran bakers for donations of about 5 dozen small, homemade Christmas or specialty cookies per baker. Make 
your family favorites and bring the recipe to share! Cookies should be brought to the Lutheran Home in non-returnable containers on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7th (the day prior to the sale) from 9 a.m. until 7 p.m. 

So we can determine the number of volunteer ―helper-elves‖ the sale will require, please call Mission Outreach Liaison Janice Snyder at 

440-847-1031 by December 6th to confirm the approximate number of cookies your church group will be providing. The Lutheran Home is 
located at 2116 Dover Center Road in Westlake. 

Aviary Caretakers Needed 

The Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve is looking for bird-loving volunteers to care for several finch aviaries on Main Street and Assisted 
Living.  The time commitment is two days a week (for one-to-two hours per day) tending to the birds‘ needs. It is light work, involving 
cleaning and feeding assorted finches, doves, and canaries. Our residents receive great pleasure and benefit significantly from our four 
aviaries! The Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve is located at 2116 Dover Center Road, Westlake. If you can help, contact Life 
Enrichment Director Christine Saner, 440-871-0090, ext. 2184 or via email at csaner@concordreserve.org 

Are you a TRAIN Aficionado? 
If you have a life-long love of model trains, or are just a train newbie, come join our volunteer Garden Railroad Team at the Lutheran Home 
at Concord Reserve, located at 2116 Dover Center Road, Westlake. If you are interested, please contact Greg Wiechert at 440-871-0090, 
ext. 2120 with your name, phone number & best time to call. 
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